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Dawood Farahi to be the seventeenth presi-
dent of Kean University. Dr. Farahi has been 
described as the embodiment of Kean Univer-
sity for his commitment to educational quality 
and affordability for its students. His leader-
ship will undoubtedly bring Kean University to 
an even higher level of academic excellence. 

Dr. Farahi was recently special assistant to 
the president of Kean University for both oper-
ations and technology. During this time, Dr. 
Farahi was responsible for the supervision of 
budget management, position control, enroll-
ment services, and the office of computers 
and information systems. He created and im-
plemented the Technology Institute, which pro-
vides training for faculty and staff in order to 
integrate computers into the curriculum and 
begin developing distance-learning courses. 

Dr. Dawood Farahi has worked closely with 
state, county, and municipal officials in prob-
lem solving and technical capacities. Dr. 
Farahi developed and implemented a strategic 
information plan for the City of Elizabeth, New 
Jersey. As a result, the Elizabeth Police De-
partment has been lauded as one of the 10 
best in the nation. Working with the Elizabeth 
public school system, Dr. Farahi created the 
Vision 2000 Strategic Plan, which is now used 
as a model for many urban schools in New 
Jersey and throughout the nation. 

Dr. Farahi was a Fulbright Scholar, and re-
ceived a Ph.D with honors from the University 
of Kansas. He has been a full-time professor 
at Kean University since 1989, teaching 
Quantative Methods, Management Information 
Systems, and Strategic Management, and was 
honored in 1993 as the Graduate Teacher of 
the Year, and was named Teacher of the Year 
in 1996. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Dr. Dawood Farahi on his appoint-
ment as the seventeenth president of Kean 
University.
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of House Resolution 384 that 
celebrates the successful journey of the Immi-
grant Workers Freedom Ride. 

Inspired by the Freedom Riders of the 
1960’s Civil Rights Movement, a broad coali-
tion of individuals including immigrants, union 
officials, religious leaders, and civil rights ac-
tivists set out on September 20, 2003 from ten 
major U.S. cities to educate the public and 
elected officials about immigrant rights and the 
injustices of our country’s current immigration 
policies. Over the last 12 days, 900 freedom 
riders in 18 buses have visited more than 100 
cities, towns, and work places. 

The freedom riders have educated commu-
nities across America about the hardships 
faced day after day by immigrant workers and 
their families. Immigrants work in every indus-
try in America. They are construction workers, 
doctors, nurses, janitors, meat packers, farm-
workers, engineers, and soldiers. They care 
for our children, tend to our elderly, pick and 
serve our food, build and clean our houses, 

and what they ask for in return is a fair and 
equal opportunity to achieve the American 
dream. Yet, our broken immigration system 
impedes many because they are unable to live 
and work freely. Far too many immigrants are 
exploited by their employers, separated from 
family, and unprotected by our laws. The Im-
migrant Workers Freedom Riders have re-
newed the spirit of the Civil Rights Movement 
in order to draw attention to the needs of this 
marginalized community. 

But that is not where their effort ends. They 
have a plan of action—a solution to many of 
the hardships encountered by so many immi-
grants in this country. Their plan has four key 
proposals: a new legalization program for un-
documented immigrants; the right of immi-
grants to reunite with their families; the protec-
tion of immigrants in the workplace; and civil 
rights and civil liberties for all. 

To bring their plan to the attention of our na-
tional leaders, the Immigrant Workers Free-
dom Ride arrived in Washington, D.C. on Oc-
tober 1, 2003. I welcome, and congratulate 
them for embarking on this historic journey. 

I particularly want to acknowledge the two 
buses of freedom riders from Los Angeles. 
Several of the participants are my constituents 
who have taken time from their jobs and left 
their families and children behind in order to 
make the long journey to Washington, D.C. 

I met with a group of them on Thursday, 
October 2. What they told me was truly inspir-
ing. Some have been in this country for sev-
eral years while others have only recently ar-
rived, but they all have a love and apprecia-
tion for America. They don’t want or expect 
handouts. They believe in hard work and 
doing their part for our country. What they do 
want, Mr. Speaker, is what we all want—the 
opportunity to prosper and to obtain a good 
life for themselves and their families. They 
want to be full participants in every aspect of 
our society. 

I applaud the Immigrant Workers Freedom 
Riders and commend the organizers for help-
ing to ensure that immigrant voices are heard. 
I am encouraged by the support they have 
garnered across the country, and I hope that 
their tour will serve as a catalyst for fair and 
meaningful reform of our nation’s immigration 
laws. Our immigrant community deserves 
greater protections under the law, and Con-
gress has an obligation to provide it. 

In the words of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
‘‘Let us therefore continue our triumphal march 
to the realization of the American dream . . .’’ 

In keeping with Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
legacy, we are reminded today that the strug-
gle for civil rights continues for many. The Im-
migrant Workers Freedom Ride is a renewal 
of a struggle for fairness and equality for all. 
I am hopeful that my colleagues and all of 
America will embrace it.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, on September 
30, 2003, I was absent attending a meeting in 
my Congressional District in Ohio and missed 
the votes on Roll Call Number 524, the Motion 
to Instruct Conferees on H.R. 1, the Medicare 

Prescription Drug and Modernization Act; Roll 
Call Number 525, the Motion to Instruct Con-
ferees on H.R. 1308, the Tax Relief, Sim-
plification and Equity Act; and Roll Call Num-
ber 526, on H. Res. 357, Honoring the Life 
and Legacy of Bob Hope. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Nay’’ on Roll Call Number 524, ‘‘Nay’’ on Roll 
Call Number 525, and ‘‘Yea’’ on Roll Call 
Number 526.
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CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM 
EXTENSIONS 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, along with my 
colleagues, Representatives JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, GEORGE MILLER, and LYNN WOOL-
SEY, I am introducing legislation to extend for 
one year provisions in the Child Nutrition Act, 
the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act, and the Commodity Distribution Reform 
Act that are vital to our Nation’s effort to en-
sure that low income children have access to 
safe and nutritious food in school, after school, 
and during the summer months. 

Members of the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce are busy preparing legisla-
tion to reauthorize and improve all the child 
nutrition programs included in the Child Nutri-
tion Act and the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act, including the National 
School Lunch and Breakfast Programs, the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children, known as WIC, 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program, the 
After School Snack Program, and the Summer 
Food Service Program. I have been pleased 
with this effort and the progress made in pre-
paring a bill for introduction. 

Despite our progress, Committee Members 
do not want to draft such important legislation 
in haste and so need additional time to ensure 
that any changes to the current law best serve 
the interests of the children whom these pro-
grams are intended to reach. Without the ex-
tensions included in this legislation, millions of 
needy children could lose access to healthy 
meals and snacks that are critical for their 
healthy growth and development and aca-
demic success in school. 

This legislation includes a very important 
provision that allows children of our Armed 
Forces to continue receiving free- or reduced-
price meals at school if they meet eligibility re-
quirements. Without this legislation, families 
living in privatized military housing could not 
exempt their housing allowance from the in-
come amount used to determine their chil-
dren’s eligibility for free- or reduced-price 
meals, like those living in military-owned hous-
ing currently can. Taking school meal sub-
sidies from children when many of their moth-
ers and fathers are fighting for our nation’s se-
curity at home and abroad would have a dev-
astating effect on these families. 

Also included in this legislation is a provi-
sion that would continue the ability of for-profit 
child care centers to participate in the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program. This program 
provides meals and snacks to children in for-
profit centers when at least 25 percent of the 
children meet the income eligibility criteria for 
free- and reduced-price meals. 
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